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Questions

Q1. “Srinivas initiated the tradition of basing macro-sociological generalisations on

micro-anthropological insights.” Elucidate with reference to the thinker’s works. (20 Marks)

Q2. Present the Marxist analysis of Indian nationalism. (20 Marks)

Model Structures

Q1. “Srinivas initiated the tradition of basing macro-sociological generalisations on
micro-anthropological insights.” Elucidate with reference to the thinker’s works. (20

Marks)
Introduction

e M.N. Srinivas, a renowned Indian sociologist and anthropologist, made significant
contributions to both fields by bridging the gap between macro-sociological
generalisations and micro-anthropological insights.

e He was instrumental in introducing ethnographic methods into sociological research,

allowing for a deeper understanding of Indian society at both the macro and micro levels.
Main Body
M.N. Srinivas’s work:

e "Social Change in Modern India" (1956):
o In this seminal work, Srinivas conducted extensive fieldwork in the Rampura
village of Karnataka, using ethnographic methods to study the impact of

modernization and social change on Indian rural society.
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o He highlighted the concept of "Sanskritization," wherein lower-caste groups
emulate the customs, rituals, and practices of higher castes to improve their social
status.

o This micro-level analysis provided insights into the mechanisms of social
mobility and cultural diffusion in Indian villages.

e "Caste in Modern India and Other Essays" (1962):

o One of the notable essays, "The Dominant Caste in Rampura," explored the
dynamics of power and dominance in the village's social structure.

o He studied the interplay between dominant and non-dominant caste groups,
emphasizing how the dominance of a particular caste influences local politics and
resource distribution. This micro-anthropological insight shed light on broader
questions of caste and power relations in Indian society.

e "The Remembered Village" (1976):

o In this classic ethnographic work, Srinivas revisited Rampura after three decades
to examine the continuity and change in the village.

o He traced the transformation of traditional institutions and practices under the
impact of modernization. By focusing on the lives of individual villagers and their
experiences, Srinivas presented a nuanced understanding of how macro-level
social changes affect the micro-level experiences of individuals and communities.

e "Village, Caste, Gender, and Method:

o Essays in Indian Social Anthropology" (1996): This collection of essays delves
into various aspects of Indian society, including village life, caste dynamics, and
gender relations.

o Srinivas's use of micro-anthropological insights enriched the study of these
subjects, enabling him to make broader sociological generalizations about the

functioning of Indian society.
Conclusion

e Srinivas's approach has influenced subsequent generations of sociologists and
anthropologists in India, encouraging them to adopt a holistic and interdisciplinary

perspective in studying society.



UPSCPREP.COM

Simplify your UPSC Journey

e His work remains relevant and valuable for scholars interested in the intersection of
sociology and anthropology, providing a comprehensive understanding of social change

and continuity in India.

Q2. Present the Marxist analysis of Indian nationalism. (20 Marks)
Introduction

e Marxist analysis of Indian nationalism seeks to understand the historical development of
the nationalist movement in India and its connection to the broader socioeconomic and

political context.
Main Body
Some key elements of the Marxist analysis of Indian nationalism are as follows:

e (olonial Exploitation and Capitalism:

o exploitative nature of colonial rule, marked by economic exploitation and cultural
suppression, created the conditions for resistance and collective identity formation
among Indians.

e Bourgeoisie and Nationalism:

o The bourgeoisie sought to assert its economic interests against British colonial

rule and gain political power to further its economic objectives.
e Anti-Imperialist Struggle:

o The Marxist analysis recognizes the anti-imperialist nature of the nationalist
movement, with leaders like Gandhi, Nehru, and others mobilizing the masses
against colonial exploitation.

e C(lass Struggles within Nationalism:

o While the bourgeoisie sought political independence to advance its capitalist
interests, the working class and rural peasants had different aspirations and
demands. These class contradictions shaped the trajectory of the nationalist

struggle.
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e Peasant and Worker Movements:

o The exploitation of rural and urban labor by both British colonialists and Indian

landlords and industrialists led to collective resistance movements.
e Nationalism and Social Transformation:
e Independence and Capitalist Development:

o Marxists contend that India's independence in 1947 did not lead to a fundamental
transformation of the socioeconomic system. Instead, it resulted in the
consolidation of capitalist development, with the bourgeoisie assuming power and
continuing the exploitation of the working class and rural masses.

e C(ritique of Post-Independence Policies:

o Marxist analysis also critiques the post-independence policies of the Indian state,

particularly those that favored capitalist development at the expense of

marginalized and oppressed sections of society.
Conclusion

e The Marxist perspective emphasizes the need for a broader social transformation to

address structural inequalities and create a more just and equitable society.
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